
When we trimmed the serifs off our  
slab serif family Mortise, we found a 
plain, efficient sans that marches 
through the uncanny valley between 
grotesk and geometric, with almost 
circular bowls that lend extra energy 
to the line. Like its sibling, Tenon has 
open counters, a generous x-height, 
and wide proportions that suit small 
sizes and small screens. Used larger, 
its brisk, optimistic air makes it a 
good choice for projects ranging from 
editorial design to signage. It’s avail-
able in six weights, from the precise 
X-Light to the muscular X-Bold, each 
with matching italics. Designed by 
Seán Mongey at Post and Max Phillips. 

Tenon Signal



Tenon X-Light
Tenon X-Light Italic
Tenon Light
Tenon Light Italic
Tenon Regular
Tenon Regular Italic
Tenon Medium
Tenon Medium Italic
Tenon Bold
Tenon Bold Italic
Tenon X-Bold
Tenon X-Bold Italic

Tenon™ Styles signalfoundry.com 



Tenon X-Light signalfoundry.com 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH A BLOWN BLADDER, FAS-

tened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small 

quantity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they now 

and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, of which practice I could not 

then conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are so taken up with intense specula-

tions, that they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without being roused by 

some external action upon the organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those persons who 

are able to afford it always keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 

abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, when two, three, or more 

persons are in company, gently to strike with his bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the 

right ear of him or them to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 

18pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, 
with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which 
they carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of 
dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With 
these bladders, they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of 
those who stood near them, of which practice I could not then con-
ceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are so taken 
up with intense speculations, that they neither can speak, nor at-

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 
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12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH A BLOWN BLADDER, FAS-

tened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small 

quantity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they now 

and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, of which practice I could not 

then conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are so taken up with intense specula-

tions, that they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without being roused by 

some external action upon the organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those persons who 

are able to afford it always keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 

abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, when two, three, or more 

persons are in company, gently to strike with his bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the 

right ear of him or them to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 

18pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, 
with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which 
they carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of 
dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With 
these bladders, they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of 
those who stood near them, of which practice I could not then con-
ceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are so taken 
up with intense speculations, that they neither can speak, nor at-

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 



8pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH A 

blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried in 

their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little 

pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they now and then 

flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, of which practice I 

could not then conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are 

so taken up with intense speculations, that they neither can speak, nor attend 

to the discourses of others, without being roused by some external action 

upon the organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those persons who 

are able to afford it always keep a flapper in their family, as one of their 

domestics; nor ever walk abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business 

of this officer is, when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to 

strike with his bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of 

him or them to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise 

employed diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to 

give him a soft flap on his eyes; because he is always so wrapped up in 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 

habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 

like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 

in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-

tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was after-

wards informed. With these bladders, they now 

and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 

who stood near them, of which practice I could 

not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 

minds of these people are so taken up with in-

tense speculations, that they neither can speak, 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 

servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 

end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 

bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little pebbles, 

as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 

now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who 

stood near them, of which practice I could not then con-

ceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are 

so taken up with intense speculations, that they neither 

can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 

being roused by some external action upon the organs of 

speech and hearing; for which reason, those persons who 

are able to afford it always keep a flapper in their family, as 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was  
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH A 

blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried in 

their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little 

pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they now and then 

flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, of which practice I 

could not then conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people are 

so taken up with intense speculations, that they neither can speak, nor attend 

to the discourses of others, without being roused by some external action 

upon the organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those persons who 

are able to afford it always keep a flapper in their family, as one of their 

domestics; nor ever walk abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business 

of this officer is, when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to 

strike with his bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of 

him or them to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise 

employed diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to 

give him a soft flap on his eyes; because he is always so wrapped up in 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 
habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 
like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-
tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was after-
wards informed. With these bladders, they now 
and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 
who stood near them, of which practice I could 
not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 
minds of these people are so taken up with in- 
tense speculations, that they neither can speak, 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 

servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 

end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 

bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little peb-

bles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, 

they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 

who stood near them, of which practice I could not then 

conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people 

are so taken up with intense speculations, that they neither 

can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 

being roused by some external action upon the organs of 

speech and hearing; for which reason, those persons who 

are able to afford it always keep a flapper in their family, as 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was  
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH 

a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they 

carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, 

or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 

now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, 

of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 

minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that 

they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 

being roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and 

hearing; for which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always 

keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 

abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, 

when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his 

bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or them 

to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 

diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to give him 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 
habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 
like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-
tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was after-
wards informed. With these bladders, they now 
and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 
who stood near them, of which practice I could 
not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 
minds of these people are so taken up with 
intense speculations, that they neither can 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 

servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 

end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 

bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little peb-

bles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, 

they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 

who stood near them, of which practice I could not then 

conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people 

are so taken up with intense speculations, that they 

neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, 

without being roused by some external action upon the 

organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those 

persons who are able to afford it always keep a flapper in 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH 

a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they 

carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, 

or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 

now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, 

of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 

minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that 

they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 

being roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and 

hearing; for which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always 

keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 

abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, 

when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his 

bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or them 

to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 

diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to give him 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 
habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 
like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-
tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was after-
wards informed. With these bladders, they now 
and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 
who stood near them, of which practice I could 
not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 
minds of these people are so taken up with 
intense speculations, that they neither can 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 

servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 

end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 

bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little peb-

bles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, 

they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 

who stood near them, of which practice I could not then 

conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people 

are so taken up with intense speculations, that they 

neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, 

without being roused by some external action upon the 

organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those 

persons who are able to afford it always keep a flapper in 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH 

a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they 

carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, 

or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 

now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, 

of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 

minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that 

they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 

being roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and 

hearing; for which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always 

keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 

abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, 

when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his 

bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or them 

to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 

diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to give him 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 
habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 
like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-
tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was 
afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths and ears of 
those who stood near them, of which practice I 
could not then conceive the meaning. It seems 
the minds of these people are so taken up with 
intense speculations, that they neither can 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 

servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 

end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 

bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little peb-

bles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, 

they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 

who stood near them, of which practice I could not then 

conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people 

are so taken up with intense speculations, that they 

neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, 

without being roused by some external action upon the 

organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those 

persons who are able to afford it always keep a flapper in 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH 

a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they 

carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, 

or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 

now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near 

them, of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning. It seems 

the minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that 

they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 

being roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and 

hearing; for which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always 

keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 

abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, 

when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his 

bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or them 

to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 

diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to give him 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 
habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 
like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-
tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was 
afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths and ears of 
those who stood near them, of which practice I 
could not then conceive the meaning. It seems 
the minds of these people are so taken up with 
intense speculations, that they neither can 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 
servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 
end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 
bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little peb-
bles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, 
they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 
who stood near them, of which practice I could not then 
conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people 
are so taken up with intense speculations, that they 
neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, 
without being roused by some external action upon the 
organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those 
persons who are able to afford it always keep a flapper in 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH 
a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they 
carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, 
or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, 
of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 
minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that 
they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 
being roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and 
hearing; for which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always 
keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 
abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, 
when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his 
bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or them 
to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 
diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to give him 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 
habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 
like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-
tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was later 
informed. With these bladders, they now and 
then flapped the mouths and ears of those who 
stood near them, of which practice I could not 
then conceive the meaning. It seems the minds 
of these people are so taken up with intense 
speculations, that they neither can speak, nor 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 
servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 
end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 
bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little peb-
bles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, 
they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 
who stood near them, of which practice I could not then 
conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people 
are so taken up with intense speculations, that they 
neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, 
without being roused by some external action upon the 
organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those 
persons who are able to afford it always keep a flapper in 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was  
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH 
a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they 
carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, 
or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near 
them, of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning. It seems 
the minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that 
they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 
being roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and 
hearing; for which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always 
keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 
abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, 
when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his 
bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or them 
to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 
diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to give him 

12pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE 
habit of servants, with a blown bladder, fastened 
like a flail to the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was a small quan-
tity of dried peas, or little pebbles, as I was 
afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths and ears of 
those who stood near them, of which practice I 
could not then conceive the meaning. It seems 
the minds of these people are so taken up with 
intense speculations, that they neither can 

32pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE,  
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was 

10pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF 
servants, with a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the 
end of a stick, which they carried in their hands. In each 
bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, or little peb-
bles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, 
they now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those 
who stood near them, of which practice I could not then 
conceive the meaning. It seems the minds of these people 
are so taken up with intense speculations, that they 
neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, 
without being roused by some external action upon the 
organs of speech and hearing; for which reason, those 
persons who are able to afford it always keep a flapper in 

16pt

I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, 
many in the habit of servants, with a 
blown bladder, fastened like a flail to 
the end of a stick, which they carried 
in their hands. In each bladder was  
a small quantity of dried peas, or 
little pebbles, as I was afterwards 
informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths 
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I OBSERVED, HERE AND THERE, MANY IN THE HABIT OF SERVANTS, WITH 
a blown bladder, fastened like a flail to the end of a stick, which they 
carried in their hands. In each bladder was a small quantity of dried peas, 
or little pebbles, as I was afterwards informed. With these bladders, they 
now and then flapped the mouths and ears of those who stood near them, 
of which practice I could not then conceive the meaning. It seems the 
minds of these people are so taken up with intense speculations, that 
they neither can speak, nor attend to the discourses of others, without 
being roused by some external action upon the organs of speech and 
hearing; for which reason, those persons who are able to afford it always 
keep a flapper in their family, as one of their domestics; nor ever walk 
abroad, or make visits, without him. And the business of this officer is, 
when two, three, or more persons are in company, gently to strike with his 
bladder the mouth of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or them 
to whom the speaker addresses himself. This flapper is likewise employed 
diligently to attend his master in his walks, and upon occasion to give him 
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